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SH Celebrating Our Centennial
From Fedoras to Fascinators

May 4

Pre-Mother’s Day Breakfast
May 7

Mother’s Day Brunch
May 8

Architecture of The Little Traveler
May 12 & 19

Metal Restoration
May 14

World Fair Trade Day
May 14

Tasting History ala Downton Abbey
May 20

The Chanel Sisters Program
June 10

Lilla Cabot Perry Program
June 15

Crystal & China Repair
June 15

Breakfast with JB Michaels
June 17

Guys’ Day
June 18

Swedish Days
June 22-26

Little Traveler Exhibition
at the Geneva History Museum

Now through Dec. 23

On September 22, 1922, Mrs. Kate Raftery
recorded the first official sale in her new store, the Geneva Gift Shop, which
would later become known as The Little Traveler. Ever since, many a memory
has been shared under our roof—shopping days with friends, family holiday tra-
ditions, and special days celebrated in the Atrium Café. As you venture through
this issue of the Almanack, you’ll find many reasons to visit us again and create
new memories, including fun events, celebrations of our history, and of course,
intriguing gifts, fashions, gourmet foods, home decor, and so much more.
You’ll also find many of the items featured in this Almanack at our Online Shop.     

404 S. Third St.
Geneva, IL
630.232.4200 Spring 2022 Almanack

100 Years of The Little Traveler
Exhibition at the Geneva History Museum; 113 S. 3rd Street, Geneva, IL
This special exhibition runs through December 23. It’s a must-see for anyone
who’s ever enjoyed a day out at The Little Traveler. Take a walk through the
history of our store and learn about the special people who’ve made this place

feel like home for so many
throughout the years. The
museum’s researchers have
uncovered a treasure trove
of photos and artifacts to
bring this history to life. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR

100100THTH BBIRTHDAYIRTHDAY BBASHASH
September 22, 2022
Stay tuned for details.
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H= event requiring registration

Many of the products featured
in this Almanack are available at

our Online Shop!
littletraveler.com/shop

$5 Admission, includes a $5
Little Traveler shopping coupon. 
Museum Hours: Tues.-Sat. 11-4.



SOMETHING TO CROW ABOUT
Wake up your kitchen & table with this
colorful Indigo Rooster ceramic din-
nerware. It’s just one of the many beau-
tiful collections in our Housewares

department.

New Arrivals

Seasonal Fashion Notes
We’re the place to go for fancy Kentucky Derby & garden

party hats. This month, you’ll also find straw and packable hats
for your upcoming travels. It’s all about colorful clothing for
spring. Keep an eye out for florals, bees, butterflies, and drag-
onflies. Oh My Gauze! clothing is designed and manufactured
with 100-percent cotton gauze for comfortably light fashion
on warm days. Unique tops by Jess & Jane (pictured) are
quickly becoming a customer favorite in our Clothing
Galleries. They’re both comfortable and fashionable with
interesting design details and beautiful prints. Plus, they’re
made in the USA. What’s not to love? Modern classic jewelry designs by
Kendra Scott will add the final touch to your spring look. Sweet necklaces
from Spartina 449 come in a giftbox embellished with a thoughtful sentiment.

Outdoor LivingOutdoor Living
Our Conservatory is once again filled with faux
seasonal florals and delightful items for patios
and gardens, like these solar-powered glass

lanterns. At night, flickering LED lights mimic
the flames that power real hot air balloons.  

TAKE TIME FOR TEA
There’s never a dull moment with

Republic of Tea. Indulge your
inner Crawley as you await the
premiere of Downton Abbey:
A New Era on May 20. The
special blends of the Down-
ton Abbey collection were
crafted with favorite charac-

ters in mind. Read about our
Downton Abbey event on the
next page! As we return to the
busyness of our old routines, it’s
important to hit the pause but-
ton once in a while. The unique
tea blends in the Calm collec-
tion were crafted to encourage
focus, relaxation & rest. We’re

pleased to tell you
that all things tea are
now back in the
front room as you
enter our store. 

Fresh Touches from Our Gift Gallery
Fine serveware from Pampa Bay has
the look of metal with the conven-
ience of porcelain. It’s dishwasher
safe, stain resistant, and food safe.
Plus, it won’t tarnish, scratch, or lose
its luster. NEW: covered bakers—yes! 
You can even bake in it. For unique Mother’s Day gifts,
ask about our Candles & Cream collection, candles that
melt into a luxurious body lotion. Our popular Glitter

Lanterns are back with springtime themes.

We’ll be spending more time in the sun, so protect your skin with Coola
Farm to Face® sunscreen, formulated with certified organic and non-
GMO ingredients that follow sustainable farming practices and support
local communities. It provides sheer UVA/UVB protection while nour-
ishing skin. H Add a fresh scent to any small space with sachets by
Freshscents. Their unique packaging diffuses the scent gradually so that
it will last for months. Keep one in your car, in your linen closet, by
your shoes, in luggage, in your kitchen,  wherever you’d
enjoy a pleasant, subtle scent. The packaging is so pretty,
there’s no need to hide them. H Sprayology oral spray
combines natural remedies with convenience. Simply
spray into your mouth to rebuild, restore, relieve, and re-
juvenate with homeopathic blends designed to stimulate
the body’s healing mechanisms.

B Bath & ody
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Splish ’n Splash into Spring
Our Baby Room is blooming with springtime fashions for
babies and toddlers. Adorable 3-piece toddler sets include a
waterproof raincoat with coordinating shirt and pants. 
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NOW TAKING RESERVATIONS FOR MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH
Sunday, May 8, limited seatings available.

Reservations required. $12.95. Call the store and ask for
the café to reserve your table. 

TASTING HISTORY ALA DOWNTON ABBEY
Friday, May 20 at Half Past One

FROM FEDORAS TO
FASCINATORS

Wednesday,
May 4;  

10:00AM
Join us for this delightful

parade through the history of 
ladies’ hats—just in time for the Ken-
tucky Derby. Ellie Carlson brings her
30+ years of experience in historic
costumes to this lively presentation,
which includes authentic examples of
historical hats. We encourage you to
show off your own personal style by
wearing a fashionable hat to this pro-
gram (hint: you’ll find a marvelous se-
lection in our Accessories rooms).
$20 for Presentation Only; $30 for
Presentation + Derby Lunch—to be
served at 11:30am in our Atrium
Café (limited lunch tickets available.
See menu at event page on our web-
site). All tickets include a shopping
coupon. Online registration required. 

May Eventsi i
PRE-MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST

SATURDAY, MAY 7 AT 9:30AM
A special breakfast on the Saturday before Mother’s
Day has become a tradition in our Atrium Café. This
year, while you enjoy a delicious break-
fast, a professional harpist will add an
extra touch of elegance. $14.95 for
adults; $9.95 for children under 10.

We’ll celebrate the premiere of Downton
Abbey: A New Era with this special event that
will take us back to the very year in which the
movie is set, 1927. You will literally taste his-
tory as Mrs. Eaton (a/k/a Ellie Carlson) and
Mr. Howe serve a proper English Tea whilst
sharing insight into life both above and below

the stairs in an English-style manor home. Imag-
ine you are a wealthy person in post-World War I America, and you want to use
your money to become more refined under Mrs. Eaton’s  and Mr. Howe’s tutelage.
Join us at St. Mark’s Fellowship Hall (directly across from our Fulton Street en-
trance). $35 ticket includes full courses of tea sandwiches, sweets, tea, and a shop-
ping coupon good that day. Please note—this event is BYOT: Bring your own
teacup & saucer! Online registration required.

METAL RESTORATION
Saturday, May 14; 11AM-2PM

H

ARCHITECTURE OF THE LITTLE TRAVELER
Presentation & Walking Tour

Thursdays, May 12 & 19 at 5:00PM
How did The Little Traveler go from a stately Ital-
ianate home to the 36-Room sprawling boutique
that it is today? Terry Emma, Director of the
Geneva History Museum, will present the many ad-
ditions and other changes to our building’s archi-
tecture throughout the years. After a presentation at
St. Mark’s church (across the street from our store),
Terry will take us on a guided walk through the

Traveler. $20.  Online registration required. 100% of net proceeds from ticket
sales will be donated to the Geneva History Museum.

COMING IN JULY: “History of the Little Traveler”
Sign up for our Weekly Emails to be alerted when registration

opens for July events. www.littletraveler.com/signup

Bus Tours &Bus Tours &
Small Group VisitsSmall Group Visits
Visit our website (under “Events”
tab) to learn about special perks
for Bus Tours and how Small

Groups can earn money for their
favorite charity when they
schedule a shopping day at

The Little Traveler.

World Fair Trade Day is May 14World Fair Trade Day is May 14
Subscribe to our emails for upcoming details about an

Open House in our Fair Trade+ Gallery.
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Tell Your LT Story
We always love hearing about fun
times with family and friends at
The Little Traveler. To commemo-
rate our 100-year anniversary, we’re
capturing those stories in a “100
Years of Little Traveler Memories”
digital scrapbook. We’d love to in-
clude YOUR story. Email your spe-
cial Little Traveler memory (told in
approximately 100 words or less)
to: admin@littletraveler.com. Pic-
tures are welcome. Visit our website
to read the wonderful stories al-
ready shared with us.

100 Years of Good Times Together  i

A CENTURY OF GENERATIONS
When you dine in our Atrium Café with 3 or
more generations from your family, let your
server know you’d like to take part in our
“Century of Generations” promo. He’ll give
each member of your party a $5 Little Traveler
shopping coupon—all we ask in exchange is

that you take a picture of your multi-generations
having fun at The Little Traveler and share it with us. 

TTHENHEN & N& NOWOW
The Geneva History Museum has provided us with 
beautiful historic photos of The Little Traveler
throughout the years. When you visit, look for these
photos placed in the very rooms where they were orig-
nally taken. Can you guess which room this is? Hint:
the fireplace is still here—and these days, you’ll usually
find beautiful jewelry or hats adorning the mantle.

EXPLORE MORE OF
OUR HISTORY

Throughout the year, the Geneva 
History Museum at 113 S. Third St.
is hosting a series of presentations
that cover various aspects of The Lit-
tle Traveler’s history. Register at
genevahistorymuseum.org

Kate Raftery’s River Lane 
Beautification at GHM
Tuesday, May 10 at Noon

Who Was William Moulis?
at GHM

Tuesday, September 13 at Noon

History of The Little Traveler 
Creche at GHM

Date to be announced

This beautiful collage, designed by our very own
Mary Rath, is a 1000-piece puzzle that features vin-
tage covers of Little Traveler Almanacks dating from
1936 to 1950. Each cover was an artistic piece of
work on its own, and together, they’re stunning. 

Many of the covers feature artwork by William
Moulis, who was an artist-in-residence at The Little
Traveler for many years. In 2018, he was inducted
into the Fox Valley Arts Hall of Fame. You can still
see his original artwork in the store in places such as
our Linen Room ceiling. 

A RETRO RECIPE IS BACK
While researching The Little Traveler’s history for an article
about our store’s 100th anniversary, intrepid Daily Herald
reporter Susan Sarkauskas came across a Little Traveler recipe

in an unexpected place—in a 1936 issue of a Lexington, KY

newspaper! The recipe was for Black Bottom Pie, a sweet & fluffy pie featuring

decadent chocolate filling. That recipe is now in Chef David’s hands, and we

invite you into our Atrium Café to taste a slice of our history.

PUTTING TOGETHER OUR ARTISTIC HISTORY



FOOTWEAR
Always put your best foot forward with
quality sandals, shoes & boots from Naot,
designed for both style and all-day comfort.
For a contemporary look,  try on the

Odyssey, featuring a cork footbed
with built-in arch support

and adjustable nylon
webbing straps. All-

time favorite
style Krista is

now available in
brown, black
& cheetah!

Nora Fleming Serveware & Minis

The STONEWALL KITCHEN SHOP FairFair
Trade+Trade+
GalleryGallery

Find many beauti-
ful ways to support
marginalized arti-
sans from around
the globe. Can you
believe these colorful bowls, picture frames, coasters &
placemats are made with recycled newspaper? They’re
created in Sri Lanka through a social enterprise that em-
ploys mothers, those with disabilities, and the elderly so
they can earn necessary income for their families.

We’re Chicagoland’s Go-To Place for... ii

Stonewall Kitchen jams, sauces, and spreads are made in small
batches to ensure that every jar meets Stonewall’s high stan-
dards of quality. This spring, we’re especially excited about
new flavors from the Mediterranean. They take the saying

“Feta makes everything bettah”
to heart. Roasted Red Pepper
Feta Spread is perfect for giving

sandwiches and pasta a sweet and spicy ac-
cent. Zesty Olive Feta Spread tastes amaz-
ing on a crostini or grilled flatbread pizza,
and Mediterranean Feta Spread gives Ital-
ian, Greek, and Spanish flare to pita chips
and pasta salads.

The Brighton difference is in the de-
tails. Each collection begins with
hand-sketched inspiration, so the re-
sults truly are wearable works of art.
That goes for the boho-chic Bandit
bracelets pictured above. These hand-
braided and solid leather bracelets are
embellished with Brighton’s signature
silver detailing. Pair with your favorite
jeans and a T-shirt—or they go just as 
well with a dressier outfit or dress.

Nobody adds flair to entertaining like Nora Fleming. Select a serving piece
and make it perfect for every occasion by changing out the decorative Mini.

You can always count on The Little Traveler to
have Nora’s newest—like pinstriped edging on

essential serving pieces, clever canisters
for storing little doodads, plus all the
new Minis: colorful balloons, a

trophy, fern leaves, a blue Peeps®
bunny, a rose, and a hummingbird.     

These
super 

squishy,
lovable 
friends are
the latest 
sensation
in toys. A
whole bunch are
waiting for you to give them

a squish in our Toy
Shop.

We’ll let the pictures of these ultra cute
plush animals from London speak for 

themselves.



FIND OUR FOUNDER

Around the House

SUNDAY BRUNCH
Sundays, 11am-2:30pm. Only $9.95!

(Reservations req’d for Mother’s Day. Closed Easter)
TRADITIONAL 3-COURSE AFTERNOONTEA

Tuesday-Saturday 11am-2:30pm. 
$13.95 (24-hour advance reservations required.)

SHOWERS & PRIVATE PARTIES
Up to 45 guests. Visit our website for details: 

littletraveler.com/dining/groups-parties-showers

#MakingLTMemories
A special table has been set for YOU! This is our new
“Selfie Spot” at the entrance of our Atrium Café. Have
a seat and snap a shot (or take a photo of yourself hav-
ing fun anywhere in the store) & post your picture
along with hashtag #MakingLTMemories on Insta-
gram or Facebook. Each month, we’ll randomly select
one winner of a $20 Little Traveler Gift Card.

THE CANDY COUNTER IS BACK!

Recipe: Recipe: Hawaiian SlidersHawaiian Sliders
Tried & enthusiastically approved by our Stonewall Kitchen buyer.

* Available in our Gourmet Department

Pork butt or shoulder (2-3 lbs)
1 bottle Stonewall Kitchen Hawaiian Grille Sauce*
½ of a fresh pineapple, cored and skin removed
2 Tablespoons butter   •   Hawaiian sweet slider rolls

Cut pork into 4” pieces, coat with oil, and season generously with
salt & pepper. In a heavy skillet at high heat, brown all sides of each
piece of pork. Add pork to crockpot and cover with ½ bottle of grille
sauce and ¼ cup water. Set crockpot to low for 8 hours. After 8 hours,
remove pork from crockpot and shred with 2 forks. Return shredded

pork to sauce in the crockpot and toss to coat. Add additional grille sauce as
needed. Slice pineapple into very thin slices using a thin, sharp knife. In a
non-stick pan, melt butter over medium heat. Add sliced pineapple and sauté
until caramelized. Add cooked pineapple to the bottom of each bun, top with
pulled pork and serve hot.

WE’RE PUZZLE CENTRAL
We’re constantly adding clever new de-
signs to our jigsaw puzzle collection.
This spring, some of our favorites in-
clude  supersized 1000-piece Mentos
and Pringles puzzles that come in tubes
that look like giant versions of the ac-
tual product. Another new favorite is
the “Better in My Day” collection of
decades puzzles. Choose from 60s, 70s,
80s & 90s and enjoy putting together
a collage of iconic images and people
from the decade. Kids love animal-
shaped Madd Capp puzzles that come
with an educational sheet of fun facts.

NOT Drinks—They’re CANdles!
It’s recycling at its funnest. These hand-poured
candles come in refreshing, fruity scents. Our
Gift Gallery has a variety of soda, beer & hard
seltzer cans. 100% soy wax. Made in the USA.

Kate (right) with her grandchildren

Throughout our 100th Anniversary
year, we’re placing a framed photo of
our founder, Kate Raftery, some-
where in the store. When you find
it, you can win a prize. Watch our
social media and emails because we’ll
be sharing fascinating founder facts
that will give you a clue where to    

find the photo.

The Atrium Café

In another sign of “back to normal,” we’ve
closed the front room checkout registers and
reinstalled the Candy counter where it be-
longs—in our Candy Shop, showcasing de-
lectable treats. The front room once again
features our international tea collection.



Swedish Days is June 22-26Swedish Days is June 22-26
Mark your calendars for Geneva’s annual summertime fes-
tival. After two years of scaled back festivities, we’re excited
to get back into the full swing. The Geneva Chamber of Com-
merce is busy planning food, music, and amusements
throughout the town, including the return of the Swedish
Days parade! Check genevachamber.com as the festival draws closer. At
The Little Traveler, we’ll have shopping bargains inside & out. Subscribe
to our weekly emails for updates: littletraveler.com/signup. 

LILLA CABOT PERRY
Wednesday, June 15

9AM Breakfast | 10AM Program
Lynn Rymarz 
portrays Ameri-
can artist Lilla
Cabot Perry. As a
child growing up
in Boston, Cabot
Perry discovered

her talent for sketching, though she
didn’t pursue this passion until after
she was married and became a
mother. She studied her craft and de-
veloped her own unique style of
painting portraits and the scenes she
saw around her. When she and her
family moved to Giverny, France, she
met and became good friends with
Claude Monet, the Father of Impres-
sionism, and he mentored her in her
artistic pursuits. A move to Japan fur-
ther influenced her paintings, earning
her recognition. She’s also known for
her published poetry. 
$30 for ticket including breakfast.
$20 for ticket without breakfast. All
tickets include a shopping coupon.
Online registration required. 

H

June Eventsii

BREAKFAST WITH AUTHOR JB MICHAELS

CRYSTAL & CHINA REPAIR
JUNE 15; 11AM-2PM

Our visiting repair expert can make your crystal, china,
and porcelain treasures like new again.

THE CHANEL SISTERS
Friday, June 10

9AM Breakfast | 10AM Program
Barbara Rinella
brings to life
this historical
fiction by
Judithe Little.
It’s  a story of
struggle, sisterly
love, and power.
You’ll be fasci-
nated by 
the special talents of Antoinette
Chanel and her older sister, Gabrielle,
who gets the name “Coco” because of
a dog. Let’s wear pearls!  
Two types of tickets are available. $35
for a ticket including a French break-
fast in our Atrium Café at 9am, or
$25 for a ticket without breakfast (if
only attending the program, meet us
at St. Mark’s Fellowship Hall at
10am). All tickets include a shopping
coupon. Online registration required. 

GUYS’ APPRECIATIONGUYS’ APPRECIATION
DAY HOT DOG BARDAY HOT DOG BAR

Saturday, June 18
Stay tuned for details in our Weekly
Emails. Subscribe
at our
website.

H
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City BonfiresCity Bonfires
Make summer fun even more convenient with these portable

bonfires in a tin. Handmade with nontoxic materials in 
Maryland, USA. No wood, no embers, no soot!

JB will also give us a preview of his upcoming novella, Raftery’s Ghost, to
be released in September 2022 in honor of our 100-Year Anniversary.

Friday, June 17 at 9:30AM
Get ready for Swedish Days at this pre-festival event
with USA Today best-selling author JB Michaels.
While you enjoy a special breakfast in our Atrium
Café, he’ll read from his cozy mystery novella The
Swedish Days Swindle, set right here in Geneva, IL

during the town’s signature summer
event. You’ll have the opportunity to ask
the author questions and purchase the
book (you’re welcome to bring in previ-
ously purchased copies to be signed).
$15. Ticket includes breakfast and a
shopping coupon. Register Online.



A Letter from a Friend

Suzanne’s letter was written in early 2020 and has been published posthumously. 
Her family has received a $50 gift card as a token of our appreciation.

Send your letters to Almanack Editor, 404 S. Third St., Geneva, IL 60134.

Dear Little Traveler,
A group of us ladies (usually about six), some from Illinois and some

from Wisconsin, have a wonderful shopping experience we do at least twice
a year at our much loved Little Traveler. With the rite of spring, we choose a
date and head to a home in Illinois and have coffee and sweet delicacies,
and once fortified and wish lists set, we head over to Geneva. Once there,
we share good times shopping, being together again, and having a very
lovely day. 

Of course, we need to refortify now and have lunch, and then it’s time
to search for more treasures. We then head back to our starting point of the
day for “show and tell,” and then have to go back to our homes, having had
a wonderful day of making even more memories. When the leaves begin
turning red and gold, we’ll do it all over again!

Thank you for providing our special place and the many special memo-
ries and good times, to say nothing about all the wonderful shopping!

Sincerely, Suzanne Martin

404 South Third Street
Geneva, Illinois 60134

630-232-4200; info@littletraveler.com
www.littletraveler.com

SHOP HOURS
Tues.-Fri. 11-4:30
Sat. 10:30-5
Sun. 11-4

KNIFE SHARPENING DROPOFF

You can now drop
off your cutlery at
any time in our
Housewares dept. Our 
repair expert will take your items to his
workshop for sharpening and then will
return them to The Little Traveler for
pickup the following week.

OTHER REPAIR EXPERTS
Metal Restoration - May 14; 11-2
Crystal Repair - June 15; 11-2

Subscribe to our weekly emails to be in-
formed of new dates for other visiting
repair experts, such as Chair Caning. 

littletraveler.com/signup

Help the Pups!

PROTECT YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION
Armored Wallets come with built-in RFID blocking tech-
nology to prevent unauthorized access to your personal in-
formation: credit cards, debit cards, driver’s licenses, etc.
And they’re also really pretty! Find a variety of 
artistic designs in our Stationery Dept. They 
make a great gift when paired with a gift card. 

Closed on Mondays
Closed on Easter

PRSRT STD
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit 225

St. Charles, IL

It’s easy to give the gift of shopping.
You can now order Little Traveler Gift Cards at our website. 
Perfect for Mother’s Day, birthdays, or just because.

100% cotton T-shirts from Puppie
Love do more than just look
adorable—they support animal res-
cues and shelters with 10% of net
profits. This Baltimore, MD based
company was founded by a brother/
sister team and began with only six T-
shirts and a mission to help with the
facilitation of dog adoptions through
donations. Today, Puppie Love has
grown into an entire apparel brand
and has donated over $300,000 to
various shelters and rescue groups. 


